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and executed by Haig himself, which were neither
envelopment nor penetration but in some measure
had the characteristics of both.

But while he trained the Army in India for a
conflict with an Army on a European model, he
had not lost sight of other work which might be
required of it. At Army Headquarters in Simla
he caused schemes to be prepared for the despatch
from India of forces of suitable size for minor
operations in other theatres of war ; and it was in
accordance with these schemes, prepared under
Haig's orders in 1910, that the various Indian
Expeditionary Forces left India during the early
days of the Great War and went to Africa and to
the Persian Gulf and to Egypt and to Europe.

The scheme for the despatch of a force to Europe
met with interesting and peculiar vicissitudes. At
the time, the whole policy of both the Indian and
the British Government was based upon the
assumption that under no circumstances would
the Army in India be required to serve outside
the Indian frontiers. The Viceroy went so far as
to inform the Commander-in-Chief that in his
opinion even the study of foreign Army organisa-
tion was unnecessary and dangerous and might
prove an incentive to war. When it became
known that the General Staff in India were
actually at work upon a scheme for sending a
force from India to Europe in the event of a
European war, orders were promptly issued that
not only was all such work to be stopped at once
but also that any completed work was to be